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T rare Intervals In
history a man of
military genius
rops up who seems
to have grasped
without study af1
the principles of
warfare. Such a
man was Nathan
Bedford Forrest,
who entered the
. & Confederate serv-
ice a private and
came oul at the end of the war a lleu-
tenant general. He was one of the most
remarkable characters the great struggle
produced. U'nlettered and untrained,
knowing nothing of tactics and hardly
able to give the regulation orders such
as every militia lieutenant is familiar
with for the formation of men, he could,
in his own way, handle either a company
or a corps, squadrons of cavalry or regl-
ments of infantry, and he proved on many
a, field that he was a far more accom-
plished soldier than some of the best-
schooled men of arms that ecame from the
nation’s academy at West Point,

Where he got his military skill is a
mystery. He was born in a log cabin near
Duteh river, Tenn., July 13, 1821, At
that time Tennessee was a wilderness.
His father was a blacksmith. So far
back as the family can be traced there
was not a soldier in it. He had little edu-
cation except such as he picked up
through contact with men of culture, and
he had a dread of a pen, looking upon it
as something almost as awesome as a
snake; yet his personal letters and re-
ports, even if grotesquely misspelled, are
of better construction grammatically
than those of the majority of military
leaders, He knew nothing of grammar
from books, yet he wuanconsciously ab-
sorbed its principles, and, while he never
studied mathematics, he, like all really
great commanders, had a fine mathe-
matic mind.

»
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Forrest was a mass of contradictions.
A dealer in slaves and & man of the most
violent temper he was almost foppish In
dress and deeply religious. Very tall and
very powerful, his voice was singularly
mild and low, except in battle or when
he was angered. His complexion was
swarthy. but in battle vr when enraged
the blood rushed to his head and he
looked like an Indian. His veins swelled
and his face took on a reddish tinge.
Persons who saw him for the first time
under such eonditions thought he had lost
control of himself, but, as a matter of
fact, hiz brain was more orderly and
worked with more precision in time of
stresg than In periods of quietudé. He
was a master of de'ail, and looked after
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what seemed to be inconsequential trifies
with as much care as he did the more
important matters. He was the most rigid
of diseciplinarians, and personally chas-
tised his men for infractions of his orders,
A trooper who didn’t pronerlyv care for
his horse or who carelessly arranged the
blanket so that the s=addle chafed the
animal’'s back was likely to be punished
severely if at the first word from the com-
mander he did not hasten to correct the
fault. Audacious to the point of rashness
in battle, and showing not infrequently
a supreme disregard for human life, he
went like a woman when some of his
most devoted followers were killed, and
after the war he cared for the indigent
and the widows and orphans to a degree
that was approached probably by no
other southern general,

*
*

In his first engagement, a trivial cav-
alry encounter at Sacramento, Ky., For-
rest employved methods that the most of
trained commanders would find difficult
in improving upon. He attacked in front,
flank and rear. This style of maneuver
he found of advantage many times in

later days. And although his command
was supposed to be cavalry, It did far
more fighting:in infantry formation.

One of the first things he did was to
teach his men to fight afoot. For the
charge or for transportation the horse
was essential, but from the first he used
his men as cavalry or as infantry accord-
ing to the needs of the situation. When
the men fought afoot one man out of
four or one out of eight held the horses.
Today this is the system throughout the
armies of the world, but Forrest was one
of the first, if not the first, to establish
ft. In Virginia, in both the Union and
Confederate armies, the cavalry was used
as cavalry alone until late in the war,
and It used to be said contemptuously
that a dead soldier with spurs on never
was found. But with Forrest war was a
serious business. He was out to kill, to
destroy. to use his force to the utmost
advantage. He thought less of show than
of shock, more of damage than of dash.

P
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When the war began Forrest was a
real estate dealer and a slave trader In
Memphis. He had a plantation and was
independently wealthy. His mother, who
was married twice, had fifteen children—
eleven by Willlam Forrest, father of the
general, and four by her second husband,
a man named’ Luxton. Eight of her sons
served In the Confederate army. The
ninth was paralyzed, so he stayed at
home. Like Sam Houston, there were two
persons to whom Forrest always de-
ferred, his wife and his mother. A word

from either would calm him In the time
of his most violent rages.

This mother of Forrest was a very
forceful character. There is a story told
of her illustrative of her masterful con-
trol of her children. She had been reared
in the backwoods, and even in the days
of her ease retained many of the back-
woods customs. She always arose before
daylight, always made her own bread and
always got corn meal from the mill once
a week for the bread. In the early days
of the war her youngest son, then eigh-
teen or nineteen, was commissioned a
lieutenant and came home the first time
he got his uniform, gay wth sword and
gold lace. When he was. retiring for the
night his mother told him to go, first
thing in the morning, to the mill, two
miles away, for two bushels of meal. The
proud officer looked at her disdainfully,
but said nothing. At breakfast the
mother while pouring the coffee remarked
that the son was late in getting back
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“"HEADQUARTERS IN SADDLE *

from the mill. A member of the house-
hold said that the young soldier had not
gone to the mill; in fact. had remained
in bed, and was there at that moment.
The mother sent a message to the lag-
gard to Bo at once after the corn meal
The lieutenant sent back word that he
was a Confederate officer andgdid not
propose to g0 on such an ermud.. and for
his mother to send one of the negroes,
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The coffee pot the mother was pouring
from wobbled, but she filled the cup. She
was past gixty. Leaving the room, she
went out to a wlllow tree and cut some
stout switches. Then she went to the
room of the younger Confederate officer.
The next minute there were yells and
cries from the room, and then the lieuten-
ant dashed down stairs, took up the meal
sack, vaulted onto a horse and raced to
the mill. When he returned he had two
bushels of corn meal, His uniform was
soiled, but he was much chastened.

The father of Forrest had died when
Nathan, the eldest son, was about sixteen,
and the boy became the head of the
household. That accounts for his lack of
education. Although he enlisted as a pri-
vate and some of his brothers got com-
missioned at the beginning of the war,
Nathan Forrest did not remain a private
many days. As a man of wealth and in-
fluence he was called on to raise a bat-
talion. This he did, and when it was
raigsed he got a commission as lieutenant
colonel. As major of his battalion he
had the Rev. David (. Kelley, who served
with him throughout the war, and who
always said grace at the general's table.
The clergyman had little idea that TFor-
rest would survive the war. So fierce
was the pasgionate conduct of Forrest
from the beginning io the end of a battle
that Kelley at first considered him little
short of mad, but soon the clergyvman
discovered that thls wild excitement did
not affect Forrest's judgment, and that
in success or defeat he never failed to
meet any emergency promptly and *weil

*
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In the first few years of the war For-
rest was looked upon as little more than
a raider, and it was not until 1864 that
his genius began to be appreciated by Jef-
ferson Davis and other officials in Rich-
mond. Long before that Grant, Sherman
and other northern commanders knew

Forrest for his true worth. At Fort Don-
elson, where in the engagement of Feb-
ruary 13, 1862, Grant's right wing was
driven back by Forrest, the man of Ap-
pomattox formed his opinion of the glave
trader. No one was more surprised than
was Forrest when he learned that Floyd
and Buckner proposed to surrender the
fort. Pillow at first was reluctant to sur-
render, but Floyd and Buckner prevailed.
Forrest refused to acquiesce, He offered
to take the whole army out, and, when
Pillow refused, Forrest took his own com-
mand and escaped, together with about
as many other men who followed his ex-
ample. The fall of Fort Donelson was
the first great disaster the Confederacy
suffered.

Forrest played a prominent part In the
battle of Bhiloh, and at Monterey he was
desperately wounded. It was only a
short time after he recovered from this
wound that he swept down on Murfrees-
boro, Tenn., with 1,400 men and captured
the whole force of Gen. Crittenden, taking
1,200 prisoners, four pieces of artillery
and a large amount of supplies. Gen.
Wolseley, commander-in-chief of the Brit-
ish army, considered this one of the
most remarkable achievements of For-
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NEW NOTHING OF TACTICS AND
HAD NO MILTARY PREPARATION

PEN AS HE DID

) VET HE WAS A MILITARY GENIUS OF
| THE MIGHEST ORDER ~—
A STRANGE AN W0 FEARED A

A SNAKE AND

Wild FIILD AS A DOVE AT TIKIES WAS A

RUTHLESS SAVAGE
WHEN ANGERED

rest’s ecareer, for the strategy he om-
ployved was of the highest order. Wolse-
lev. wheo studied Forrest's campaigns
with great care, considered the unlettercd

general one of the most brilliant sol-
diers America has produced, but other
students do not agree with him in class-

ing Murfreesbero as Forrest's most re-
markable achievement. The pursuit and
capture of Streight’'s raiders and the bat-
tle of Brice's Cross Roads are ranked
higher by.them.
*
* X s

It perhaps was unfortunate for Forrest
that he served under various generals
who were not competent to handle to the
best advantage the blg forces committed
to their care, and who never seemed to
realize that In Forrest they had a soldier

fitted for much more important work and
a larger field than that to which he was
assigned. They used him principally to
relieve pressure upon themselves, to cre-
ate diversions that would draw off sec-
tions of the Unlon forces or -to destroy
the Union generals' lines of communica-
tion; but when Forrest did everything Le
was expected to do, and more, too, they
were unable to take advantage of the
situation. Not only that, but they with-
drew from Forrest some of his best com-
mands, weakening him to strengthen
themselves, and then called on him to
raise new forces and continue his work.

In December, 1862, after his brigade
had been taken from him and given to
another command, he was ordered to take
a new brigade which he had recruited
and make a rald into West Tennessee to
attack Grant’s communications. When
he appealed to Gen. Bragg for arms and
ammunition for this brigade he was told
there was none for him. He had to go as
he was. His men had flintlock muskets,
shotgums and squirrel rifles, poor equip-
ment with which to me=2t troops armed
with carbines and supported by artillery.
But he did not hesitate. All western
Tennessee was held by the Union forees.
Into this territory he dashed with 2,000
men, and for fifteen days he played a
game of brag, bluff, battle and destruc-
tfion until he drew down upon himself
forces more than ten times as great as
those he commanded.

o4
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His first stratagem was to spread the
rumor that he had 10,000 men. At Lex-
ington he captured Clol. Robert G. Inger-
soll, together with Ingersoll's command
and a section of artlllery, threatened the
Union stronghold at Jackson, captured
Humboldt, Trenton and Union City and
completely destroyed the railroads of
western Teénnessee. But meanwhile his
escape had been cut off. The Tennessee
river was patrolled by gunboats, and the
forces of Durham and Sullivan were be-
tween him and the river. Forrest placed
himself between these two forces and
planned to defeat one and then the other.
At Brice's Cross Roads he engaged Dur-
ham, and after a desperate fight a truce
was called while Durham considered a
demand to surrender. Before the truce
expired 8ullivan arrived, the companies
Forrest having sent to hold him in check
missing him. With consummate ability
Forrest extricated his command from be-
tween the two Union forces and escaped
to the river, which he crossed unmo-
lested. When he rejoined Bragg his men
were armed with the finest of car@ines
and abundant ammunition. He had artil-
lery and a lot of supplies, all of which
had been captured. He had taken 1.0
prisoners, including four colonels,

Soon after this explolt Gen Joe Wheel-
er, Forrest’'s immediate superior. con-
ceived the idea of recapturing Fort Don-
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clson. Forrest did not consider it feasi-
ble, and argued against it. Wheeler aver-

ruled him and an attack was made. It
failed, and Forrest's Dbrigade suffered
heavily. Never aft®rward would he serve

under Wheeler. He quarreled, too, with
Gen. Van Dorn, and a duel between them
at one time seemed likely. lLater on he
lost all patience with Gen. Bragg, and
when that general took his brigade from
him he went to Bragg's headquarters, de-
nounced him as a scoundrel and a cow-
ard, and threatened to hold him person-
ally regponsible if ever he interfered with
him again.

*
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Forrest was a fury in those days. Prob-
ably he resented the fact that his suc-
cesses did not receive the official recogni-
tion he considered they warranted, In
April, 1863, he had gone in pursuit of
Streight's raiders. Col. SBtreight, with a
picked force of 2,000 cavalry, had been

sent by Rosecrans and Garfield to dash
through northern Alabama and cut the
communications of Brage. For 150 miles
Streight and Forrest had a running fight.
Over plaine and mountains and through
forests they went, Streight halting occa-
glonally where an ambuscade was favora-
ble. but day after day and night after
night Forrest hung on, At last when near
Rome, Ga., Streight Wwas forced to sur-
render. His men were so exhausted that
a large number of them were asleep in
line of battle when they were captured.
Forrest's men were almost as badly off.
For seventy-two hours they had been in
the saddle, with only a few hours of occa-
sional rest for the horses. The force that
surrendered was twice as large as that
which Forraest commanded.

A curtous sidelight on Forrest's char-
acter is afforded by an incident that oc-
curred the day after Streight’'s surrender.
Forrest could not be induced to talk of
his success, but he played for hours with
a boy two vears old, and when he rode
away he carried the child on his saddle
with Iiim for several miles.

*
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It was within two weeks of the capture
of Streight that Forrest came withid an
ace of being murdered by one of his offi-
cers, whom he had treated harshly. The
man attacked Forrest and shot him in
the groin.. Forrest caught his assailant
by the hand which held the pistol and
then, opening a penknife with his teeth,
he ripped the man open. Then he went
out, had a surgeon examine his wound,
and when informed that he was fatally
wounded he seized a pistol and raced out,
bleeding as he was, to make sure of the
death of the man who shot him. Forrest
did not die, but the other man did.

S0 soon as he was able to get about
again Forrest was In the saddle. He
opened and closed the fight at Chicka-
mauga, and later at West Point, Miss.,
with an inferior force, he signally de-
feated the army commanded by Gen. Wil-
liam Sooy Smith. Many of the men
gerving under Forrest in this campaign
were raw levieg, never having been under
fire before. To check desertion he con-
demned twenty deserters to death, had
their graves dug, gallows built and the
men standing alongside their coffins with
the ropes dangling above them. Then he
reprieved them on their pledge never to
desert again and never to flee in battle.

*
*x X

For what was known generally as the
Fort Pillow massacre Forrest got the rep-
utation throughout the north of being a
fiend incarnate. The fort, which was gar-

[ Soldiers of Fortune
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risoned by white and negro soldiers, was
carried by assault after Forrest's demand
for its surrender had been rejected. That
there was unwarranted Killing of the men
who were fleelng from the fort in an ef-
fort to reach a gunboat there is no doubt.
Forrest in his report said the river was
red with the blood of the dead. In ex-
planation of the wholesale slaughter it
has been alleged in Forrest's behalf that
liguor had been served to the negro and
white soldiers by the commandant of the
fort, and that when the Confederates car-
ried the works many of the negroes were
in a drunken frenzy. They continued
fighting, regardless of orders from thelr
superiors.

Probably a portion of each statement is
true. TUnquestionably Forrest had the
blood lust and unquestionably his follow-
ers were wild for revenge on the negroes
who opposed them so stubbornly at Fort
Pillow. At any rate, Forrest was held
responsible for the slaughter. What lent
color to the belief throughout the north
that he was a savage with little or no re-
gard for the rulse of civilized war was
the fact that when he demanded the sur-
render of an opposing force he usually
coupled with It the announcement that
there would be no quarter if the demand
was refused and he had to sacrifice men
to bring the other side to terms.

The pursuit of Streight, the prominent
part he played in the battle of Chicka-
mauga, the Fort Pillow massacre, the de-
feat of Willlam Sooy Smith and the
ceaseless activity of Forrest’s brigade
led Sherman to offer a major general's
commission to any of his brigadiers who
would kill Forrest or cripple nis force.
Shermon officially declared that if it cost
10,000 lives Forrest had to be crushed.

*
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It probably was owing more to the
Union general's appreciation of Forrest's
ability than to realization on their own
part of his talent that finally led the Con-
federate chieftains to put him In com-
mand of all the cavalry in the west and
raise him to the rank of lieutenant gen-
eral. But this was rather late in the
day. The cause of the Confedzracy was
lost, and every one of sense in the =outh-
ern army knew it. Practically all the
benefit Forrest got out of his advance-
ment was opportunity to demonstrate that
he could handle a comparatively large
force with as much facility as a sinall
one; that he was as good a defensive
fighter as offensive, and that he had been
cast for too small a role in the great
tragedy up to that time.

It was in the battle of Brice's Cross

DFORD TORREST

ANT GENERAL

Roads that Forrest demonstrated his best

work at this stage of the struggle. With

a4 force of 4,700 men and 12 pieces of av-

tillery he drove Gen. Sturgis and 7.700

gu;g with 22 pieces of artillery from the
eld.

This was the last straw. The finest
cavalry force ever assembled on the
American continent was put under the
command of Gen Wilson and sent after
Forrest. With 14,000 men Wilson met
and crushed Forrest near Selma, Ala. It
was only by the most skillful work that
Forrest saved a remnant of his force,

The war was done. Lee had surrender-
ed, and throughout fhe south the Con-
federates were laying down their arms.
About a month after Lee gave up the
struggle Forrest surrendered. He went
back to Tennessee and began to repair
his shattered fortunes.

¥
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Forrest was a relncarnation of a war-
rior of the middle ages. He killed with
his own hands more men, perhaps, than
any other fighter who took part in the
civil war. It is conservatively estimated
that he slew thirty-two men in hand-to-
hand combat. He never hesitated in ex-
posing himself to the greatest dangers
in the field. In add!tlon to the number of
Federals he killed he shot to death sev-
eral of his own men who showed cow-
ardice under fire.

One of his military axioms was never
to stand and take a charge, but, as he
expressed it, “fo charge, too.”

He never used liquor in any form ex-
cept when seriously ill or wounded, and
then he took it reluctantly and by com-
mand of his surgeon. It is said that he
could not distinguish one kind of liquor
from another—that whatever the stimu-
lant he abhorred it.

Where did Forrest get h s military
knowledge? Murat, the son of an inn-
keeper, educated for the priesthood, with
no =oldlerly ancestry, became the great-
est cavalry leader Europe has ever known
and died a king. Forrest, the son of a
blacksmith, certainly ranks among the
greatest cavalry leaders America has pro-
duced. But Forrest, no more than the
men who have studied his achievements,
could understand where he, got his con-
summate mastery of military strategy.
He had it. That satisfied him. Fully as
bBrilliant as Murat as a leader he was far
better equipped as a fighter. He was one
of the greatest if one of the rudest figures
of America’s heroic age.

(Copyright, 1909, by Richard Splllape.)

+ BARONESS TAKAHIRA, WIFE OF THE DISTINGUISHED DIPLOMATIST FROM JAPAN.

WOMAN of Rare Ac-

complishments and De-
lightful Personality—She Is
a Native of Tokio and the
Daughter of an Honored Of-
ficial in the House of Peers
—Was Educated at Home
by Masters and Then Spent
Some Years Studying in
Paris and Berlin.

2 N the cool recesses
of the Blue Ridge
mountains, near
Buena Vista, the
Japanese ambassa-

dor, the baroness
and the little
daughter, Baroness

Kiyo, are enjoying
a few weeks of rest

and seclusion be-
fore they begin
their journey to

The ambassador had

in August
hoped to =pend the entire summer in the

Tokio

comfortable bungalow, which he occu-
pied with his famlily and retinue of serv-
ants last summer. But his plans are
Tthanged. and with his wife and daugh-
tar he will probably spend all the autumn
and part of the early winter season at
the Japanese capital.

But even the short vacation which the
baron is passing in Buena Vista is wel-
come. He delights in the summer of the
mountains and devotes all his time to re-
cruiting his mengal and bodily strength.
He rarely reads even the newspapers
during his vacation and all his business,
except that which may not be postponed,
is relegated to the embassy for attention
after January 1.

b
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Thé summer Japanese embassy is a
big, rambling house about a mile and a
half from the village of Buena Vista,
with wide porches and the deep, dark
woods crowding in almost to the door.
The baron passes much of his time in
the woode, as he Is a student of natural
history and delights to roam in the goli-
tudes of the forest. The baroness, like
al! Japanese gentlewomeén, is never far

from her embroidery frame, and she sits

in the veranda during the cooler hours
of the day diligently making the most
wonderful flowers and birds and fishes
on sllk screens and mouchoirs.

The little baroness also embroiders
beautifully, but the twinkle of her man-

~dolln may be heard through the woods,

and sometimes her clear soprano Voice
enters into friendly rivalry with the
birds.

The Baroness Takahira is fond of read-
ing, and as she can enjoy the literature
of four languages sghe keeps up with all
the best publications in this country,
¥England, Germany, France and her own
land. .

She spends part of each day reading,
for during the season in Washington she
is kept too busy with the amenities to
indulge herself. But the long empty days
in Buena Vista are put to good account.

*
v * *

*“1 have lived in ‘the United States .ong
enough to become familiar with the life,
soclal and otherwise, though of course
my experience is not so varied as my
husband’'s, who came here a young boy
to study.” said the Baroness Takahira in
her pretty, graclous way. “lI find the
most absorbing Interest among American
women In the welfare of women in other
parts of the world. I am happy to say
that those who are interested in the up-
lifting of womankind will find much to
gratify them if they look into conditions
in Japan.

“It is stating the case plainly and with-
out exaggeration to say that the position
of women in Japan has always been dif-
ferent from that given them in other
oriental countries. Those who wish to
look into our history through thousands
of vears will discover heroic and re-
nowned figures of women adorning the
pages. There have been eseveral em-
presses, brave, cultured and wise, who
deserve to take their place among the
great female sovereigns well known to
the western student. There have been
martial gomen who won immortal fame
fighting side by side with our most be-
loved heroes, There are countless poet-

esses, novelists and artists.

“*As early as the ninth century. when
the study of Chinese was a fad, the cul-
tivation of the lighter side of literature,
such as the dainty verses and folk lore,
was kept up entirely by women. It was
.then that the immortal Murasaki Shikibu,
authoress of the great saga Genji-Mono-
gatari, lived, and Seishonagon. authoress
of the Makura-no-soshi and others equal-
ly famous and equally revered in orien-
tal literaturd, flourished. Poetesses, be-
loved with us as Mrs. Browning with yvou
or Sappho with the Greeks, wrote burning
songs and exquisite and pathetic ballads
long before such a thing as the learned
woman appeared on the horizon of Fu-
rope. Patriotic women who find thelp

counterpart in the herolc days of Greece
and Rome abound on the pages of early
Japanese history. The women of Japan
have always enjoyed a wide social free-
dom, though of course this is meant in
comparigson with other eastern women
and not with westerners, From this, as
a natural consequence, is the appearance
of so many eminent female figures in the
most stirring eplsodes of our national de-
velopment.”
*
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The Baroness Takahira has taken a keen
interest in the subject of the education of
women and she has watched all the con-
troversiegs growing out of the question on
this side of the Pacific. .

‘““We have,” she explained, ‘‘a woman's
question, educational and otherwise. The
educational problem is one which is care-
fully considered by the grdvest and most
expe,riem-ed of Japanese statesmen. That
education is good for women the Japa-
nese acknowledge ag frankly as Ameri-
cans and Europeans, but the solution of
the problem of higher education is prov-
ing as difficult with us as with other na-

tions. T can explain my meaning better
by quoting the words in the latest report
of our minister of education. |

“The course of study in the higher
schonls for women extends over four
vears, but may be further extended or

curtailed by one year according to local
conditions. In addition to the general
course, supplementary courses not exceed-
ing two years may be provided for the
benefit of those desiring to study such
arts as are necessary for women: a spe-
cial art course not less than two years
and not more than four years may be
provided in addition to general courses.
Special courses of two or three years may
be provided for the benefit of those who
are desirous of pursuing some special
branches of study.

“This shows a broad policy and gen-
erous determination of the government to
aid all ‘ambitious women. The schools
which are embraced in this outlined policy
are thirty-one public schools, which are
affiliated with the higher normal schools
for women, and eight private ones which
follow the same schedule of studies. For
two years past 3,500 students have been
pursuing these special courses. The course
of instruction in the higher schools for
women or colleges, as you call them in
this country, comprise moral precepts,
Japanese language and literature, foreign
languages, of which English or German
must be selected, the general higher
courses in history, mathematics and sci-
ence. In the special courses are do-
mestic training on scientific lines, much
the same as taught in this country,
drawing, sewing, dressmaking, music and
gvmnastics. In addition to these courses
there are others In pedagogy and the
handicrafts and the highest training in
music and drawing where specially tal-

ented students desire it. There are in all
these schools the distinct courses of aris,
&ciences and letters.

=
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“In ®he primary scliools the boys and
girls study together untll they reach a
certain grade and then they ure sena-
rated. Co-education is not favored evzn
in the elementary grades, and o fter a 2ir]
is seeking the higher wisdom sha studies

entirely in schools provided for her. The
relative rercentage of girls attending

schools, separate or in even the primary
ones where they mingle with
this country,

is
the

boys,

smaller than in but

Baroness Takahira.
Copyright by Ciinedinst.)

number is annually Increasing. One rea-
gon has heen the Insufficient nrovision
compared with the number of applicanis;
but this condition iz (o be fast ~emedied.

“We have a fair number of women fo'-
lowing professions. There is a college in
Tokio called the ‘Womans ['niversity,’
and, while it might not claim equality
with men's universities, it does excel-

lent work. Women may study medi ine,
law, pictorial arts. technical history—
even commerce and agriculture. Not a

few have done it and passed the examina-
ticns required by the state f. r them to
engage in these professions. There are
not many women as yet practicing medi-
cine, but there are scores of well tralned
nurses who have a peculiarly useful and
humane field among the noorer cl:sses.
“As= 10 the occupadons in general of the
women of Japan, I may say that matri-
mony and being good wives and mothers
continue, in spite of the advanced move-
ments, the favorite occupation of our
women. The sexes are almost equally
proportioned anrd the chances for the
Japanese maiden getting a husband seem

largerr than in some countries. They
marry with almost mathematical cer-
tainty, and after marriage they seem

content to be industrious housewives and
faithful to their husband’s interests and
to the welfare of their children. This
takes away a large percentage of the

‘women with missions,” of which 1 hear
much talk in this and other western
countries. But there are numbers em-
p'oyved in the gilk, cotton and paper mills.
Woman teachers are not numerous,
though as such the Japanese girl is in
demand. °

“We have also the dainty little maiden,
who has not gone very far in her studies,
serving in the post offices and telephone
and telegraph offices. Girls as clerks in
bazaars and other mercantile houses have
recently made their appearance in the
larger cities of Japan, and they are prov-
ing eminently successful as well as at-
tractive to the tourist.

*
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“Woman's primacy in philanthropical
pursuits ' is manifest in the fact that
twenty of our most important institutions
were founded and are directed by women.
The Chayity Hospital is under the direct
patronage of the empress, with her im-
perial highness, Princess Arisugawa, as
chief of council; the Japanese Ladies’ Edu-
cational Society is directed by her im-
perial highness, Princess Kanin, as presi-
dent; the special society for nursing the
sick is under the empress and controlled
by the Red Cross: the Japanese Ladies’
Sanitary Soclety, the Society for the Care
of the Orphans. the Foundling Society all
have eminent women as their presidents
and on their board of management.

“Our wlisest statesmen do ‘not venture
to predict what place the Japanese wom-
an will, in the future. hoid in the social
scale, so. of course, I shall venture no
predictions. One thing is certain—that
the educational system for women has
heen increasing in proportion to that for
men. Their emulation and aspiration in-
crease each year, and the supply of fa-
cilities.for the lower as well as the higher
srhoots for women is always far short
of the demand. Mentally I find the Japa-
nese statesmen glves women eredit for
mental equipment in about the same terms
as western public men, and that the rel-

ative account of brains allotted is about

the same which western men suppose
their sisters to have in ¢ -iparison to
themselves.”

The Baroness Takahira is one of the

most fascinating women the oriental na-
tions have ever sent to Washington. She
is the daughter of M. Nishiyama, who for
over forty years held the post of secre-
tary to the Japanese house of peers.
which is equivalent to the English Louse
of lords and somewhat similar to the
United States Senate. He was retired on
A handsome pension about ten vears ago

and now lives the leisurely life of the
country gentleman in a beautiful home
near Tokio. The baroness is devoted to

her father, and the separation is the one
unpleasant feature of lier residence in
Washingtion.

She was reared in Tokio in the exclu-
sive society of the young people in high
official life, and she was trained in music
and the languages and in all the arfs and
graces considered pecessary for her sta-
tion in life. She studied for several vears
in Paris and during that time she mas-
tered that most seductive and attractive

art known to woman, that of dressing
herself well. She was among the firsl
of the orientals to appear in western

attire in Washington, and since her ad-
vent she has easily led the corps in the
matter of well gowned women. Her Jew-
els are magnificent, her pearls appearing
in all the best accounts of the most val-
uable and perfect pearls in the world
Many of her jewels are heirlooms and
have thrilling histories.

The only child of the Japanese am-
hassador and the Baroness Takahira is
the dainty little Baroness Kiyo, who is
now seventeen, This dainty maiden is a
famililar sight in Washington tripping
along with 'her mandolin or sitting in rapt
admiration at the social functions which
she has been permitted to attend. Her
debut next winter depends on what prog-
ress she makes in learning English. She
appears fascinated with the western ways
and is making heroic efforts to master
them.

The Takahiras have an unlimited ac-
quaintance with the public men and
women of this ecountry, and thev are
among the most indefatigable entertain-
ers at the capital. Like his predecessor,
Viscount Aoki, Baron Takahira found the
emobassy proper in N street inadequate
for social purposes, so he continued the
lease of the Sherman mansion on Franklin
square. Here the visitor may see one of
the most sumptuous interiors in all Wasn-
ington, everything possessing historical
s, nificance as well as intrinsic worth.
The baroness gives delightful levees, at

which a good proportion of the entire of-
ficial world in Washington may be seen.

She has also countless smaller receptions
for her own coterie, and then the fortunate
guest may obtain a delicious glimpse of
iife in Tokio in the exclgsive cultured
set.  Trim little maids in native costume
pass around tea and sweets of which the
aroma alone is enough to tempt an an-
chorite

Pinnacle of Chivalry.

T A. DALY, the poet of *“Cangoni™
* and “Carmina,” was pralsing the
chivalry of his beloved Italians.

Mr. Daly, who speaks with equal flu-
ency the classic I'alian of literature and
the difficult, unwritten patois of Naples,
Rome and a half dozen other districts,
described a piece of chivalry that he
once witnessed ‘at a banquet in Philadel-
phia's “‘Little Italy.”

“There were two strangers at this ban-
quet,”” said the poet, “and though they
had the ltalian look. one was called
Duteh Fritz and the other Spanish Her-
nandez

“Well, as the meal progressed, and as
the macaroni al sugo burro. the tordi,
the fritiatas, the fritturas, the cassata
gicilana—to say nothing of the Chianti—

rapidiyv disapneared, the talk turned to
hard times and low wages.

“In the midst of this sad discussion
Spanish Hernandez struck the table a

crashing blow with his fist.

‘*Boys," sald he, ‘the Germans are to
blame for all our trouble.” He glared at
Duteh Fritz. *We others insist on our
righis, but a German’'ll weork for noth-

ing.’

“‘Germans work for nothing!" shouted
Dutch Fritz. He leaned over and shook
his finger under Hernandez's nose. ‘Why.
the Germans are the best workers and
the best paid in the world! Tt's the shift-
less Spaniards, crowding over here, that
demoralize the wage scale.’

“A terrible duel of words at once began.
Spanish Hernandez defending Spain and
attacking Germany, and Dutch Fritz tak-
ing the opposite course, 1 don't dare re-
peat what these men sald in their duel;
it would make you, if you had any Ger-
man or Spanish bloéd in your veins, too
excited. Words failed the two champlons
finaily. and they rolled up their sleeves
and went at it hammer and tongs with
their fists. A bloody bhattle.

“At the end of the eleventh round
Spanish Hernandez, gingerly fingering a
front tooth that had been broken off in
8pain’s honor, said, rather bitterly:

“*“Well, I'm a fool to fight any longer
on this question, for I'm an Italian of
Milano.’

“Dutech Fritz looked up in astonishment
from the handkerchief with which he had
been stanching a scarlet aasal flow
brought on in the vaterland’'s defense.

““*Are you?' he cried. ‘Don’'t that beat
all, now? So am 1 Itallan—born In Na-
poli.’

“Could chivalry,” Mr. Daly ended,
“further go?"




