
Hi	Beverly,	
	
				Thank	you	for	your	letter	and	for	the	information	on	your	family	member’s	book.	I	
had	never	heard	of	it	before,	but	thanks	to	your	reference,	I	just	finished	reading	it.	
It	was	very	interesting,	although	some	of	this	information	conflicted	with	my	
research,	in	which	I	will	get	to	in	a	little	bit	but	wanted	to	answer	some	of	your	
questions	first.	Yes	I	do	have	a	photograph	of	Andrew	Hoge	in	which	I	will	include	
with	this	letter.	It	is	an	Ambrotype	photo	that	my	guess	would	have	been	taken	
around	the	late	1850s	to	around	1860.	The	similarities	to	the	Devil’s	Den	
“Sharpshooter”	are	remarkable	and	for	this	fact	had	me	convinced	that	this	was	true	
for	quite	some	time.	This	and	the	fact	that	Capt.	Howe	(who	was	with	him	when	he	
died,	I	will	also	include	that	article)	mentioned	that	he	placed	a	canteen	between	his	
elbow	and	body	before	he	left	him.		Mysteriously	Gardner	had	wrote	in	a	rough	draft	
of	the	image	for	his	Sketch	Book,	“	as	the	canteen	and	surroundings	indicate”.	This	is	
very	strange	since	there	was	no	canteen	in	any	of	the	six	photos	taken	of	the	soldier	
in	the	famous	image.	His	rough	draft	was	never	made	public	and	the	mention	of	the	
canteen	never	made	the	final.	This	inside	information	was	compelling	to	me,	but	
something	still	did	not	make	sense.	Why	the	4th	Virginia	was	even	in	that	area?	
Subsequent	research	indicated	however	that	they	had	not	been.	This	brings	me	back	
to	the	discrepancies	in	your	family	member’s	book.	Capt.	(then	Lt.)	was	indeed	
wounded	and	captured	at	Gettysburg,	but	not	on	the	field	of	Pickett’s	charge	as	the	
book	claims,	nor	in	Devil’s	Den,	but	at	the	base	of	Culp’s	Hill.	The	stone	fence	that	
they	availed	themselves	to	in	the	book	and	the	article	was	near	Spangler’s	Meadow	
at	the	base	of	the	hill,	where	the	battle	history	has	the	regiment	located	throughout	
the	fight	on	July	3rd.		This	is	most	likely	where	Andrew	Hoge	lost	his	life,	and	I’m	
fairly	certain	that	the	details	as	related	by	Capt.	Howe	are	true,	just	that	the	
speculation	that	this	took	place	in	Devil’s	Den	is	incorrect.		Benning’s	Brigade	
occupied	that	entire	area	until	7pm	on	July	3rd.	It	is	therefore	highly	unlikely	that	
after	leaving	Hoge	at	Devil’s	Den	he	would	traveled	back	to	Culp’s	Hill	on	a	wounded	
knee	(the	records	state	that	it	was	a	severe	wound	to	his	knee)	to	rejoin	his	
regiment	in	which	he	was	commander	of	Company	E,	and	to	have	been	captured	
there	on	the	afternoon	of	July	3rd.	I	can	certainly	understand	why	Gov.	Hoge	would	
have	rationalized	this,	because	of	the	likeness.	Your	family	first	saw	the	photograph	
through	an	advertisement	for	Miller’s	book	in	1911	two	years	after	Capt.	Howe	
passed	away.	John	Ash	on	the	other	hand	died	in	Devil’s	Den	on	July	3rd	and	shares	
the	exact	facial	features	(all	features)	with	the	Devil’s	Den	Sharpshooter,	but	I	must	
admit,	him	and	Andrew	Hoge	could	pass	for	brothers.					
	
					Andrew	Hoge	is	most	likely	buried	in	Hollywood	Cemetery	in	Richmond	Va.	His	
remains	were	identified	by	Dr.	Rufus	Weaver	in	1871	or	72	through	Rev.	Hoge.	He	
had	faded	papers	in	his	pocket	and	a	photograph	of	his	cousin	Helen	Hoge	(	this	was	
common	for	soldiers	to	have	photos	of	relatives,	sweethearts	and	such	at	that	time)	
that	he	was	buried	with	that	Rev.	Hoge	confirmed.	Dr.	Weaver	did	send	individual	
remains	back	to	their	families	but	this	was	expensive	and	was	done	mostly	for	high-	
ranking	officers.	Since	Hollywood	was	in	Virginia,	it	most	likely	was	not	objected	to	
by	his	(your)	family,	although	it	should	have	been.	Unfortunately	a	lot	of	Dr.	



Weaver’s	work	was	undone	by	the	haphazard	way	in	which	the	soldiers	were	buried	
in	Hollywood	Cemetery.	It	was	one	mass	grave	with	no	markers.	Some	soldiers	who	
were	identified	now	became	unknown.	Sorry	to	say,	your	family	member	was	one	of	
them.	The	only	record	was	a	hand	drawn	map	with	numbers	and	letters	that	
corresponded	to	Dr.	Weaver’s	shipping	manifests.	Most	unfortunately	the	records	
for	the	last	shipments	to	Richmond	were	lost	over	time	before	markers	were	placed,	
so	now	those	soldiers	graves	are	unknown	to	us	today.	I	believe	that	Andrew	Hoge	
was	one	of	the	victims	to	the	mishandling	of	the	burials	there.	
	
					If	I	can	be	any	more	help	to	you,	please	let	me	know.	Thank	you	again	for	sharing	
your	information,	your	family	history	is	fascinating.	
	
Sincerely	
Scott	Fink	



	

		
	





	


