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A day Darligton would like to forget

Confederate forces hanged

Amy Spam 94 years ago

DARLINGTON, r —
Ninety-four years aﬂo a day
dawned that Darlington would
like to forget. The April day
began like all other spring
days—with promise and with a
song. In this case the song was
sung by one Amy Spain, & I9-
year-old mulatto girl, who up
to Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamation, had belonged to
Major A, C. Spain of Darling-
ton.

And the song Amy Spain
fashioned that morning of April
30. 1865, was to be her swan
song. It is said the mulatto
trilled something to the effect
that she “thanked God she was
free.”

Yankees Move In

T all started a few davs ear-
lier — when the Second Res-
ment, Mamne Volunteers, had
swept into Darlington, hell-
bent on teach:ing thoxe “‘high
and mighty Rebels. a thing or
two ™ There was na one left
in Dariington to teach, excent
the aged and infirm. It turned
out to be a hollow charge 1in-
deed as about the only persons
the Yankees saw., were the
simait crowd aof former sitaves
that gathered by to cheer them
as conquering heroes.

Among these last were Amy
Spain abpd her brother Willie,
22. The pair had been raised
carefully by the Spains. Be-
cause of their hght color, the
Spains considered themselves a
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ttle above the average run of
former slaves.
Darlington 1s Yours

Times were hard in  the
South The silks and the crino-
tines of the white ladies were
beginning to show signs of wear
aod 1ear The clothing of the
former slaves was Dhitle better
than rags The Yankees looked
at the motley crowd before
them, and their mouths tght-
ened .

“ Everything in Darlington is
sours.”  said the  Yankees.
“There doesn't seem to he
many men about town. Now is
the time to outfit yourselves
Don’t a<k questions, just go and
take what vou need

To prove ther good inten-
thons the  Yankee troopers
torced the deors to a ware-

house holding the belonzings of
a Churleston tamiy named
Sigmous The  Charlestonians,
laboring under the allusion that
their precious bherlooms would
he sater in prosineal Darhing.
ton than in Charleston, had had
them carted nland and stored
away
the minute the doors flew
apen. and at a wave of hand
from the Yankee captamn. the
Neslroes were in the warehouse
ke @ pack of locusts. Amy
Spam and Wilhe Spain. among
them. Amy managed to drag a
set of rich. mahogany furniture
outside and claim it for her
own. History dees not record
what, 1t anxthimg., Wihe Spain
managed (o latch on to It
seemes probable Willie was lost
0 the shuttle of arms and legs
and  excied  <honting—at  all
events v tind Willie a Littte
.ater bye v oon the door ol a
dady nane 4 Harto where he de-
manded the hevs to her sintes
bouse Mo Hart slammed the
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clared  "The affrighted wom-
an, young to girlhood, showed
more bravery than the entire
Confederate  Army. As  she
awaited her death, <tanding
erect in an ox cart, she smiled
bitterly and only asked that
they be dgne quickly . . .*

Acéording to Mrs, Mamie
Spain’ Hayden's account it was
not a “'Mob of Darlington citi-
zens. who hanged Ahy'" but
the hard - driving cavalry of
Wheeler.

Wheeler, driving
lington, contacted
Second Remiment, two miles
west of Florence, and soundly
defcated them n batile. Arriv-
ing back in Darhngton, the Con-
federates were appalled to find
conditions what they were.

Robbery and violence came
hard on the heels of the Yan- -
kee troops  Negroes were pil-
laging the homes of their fore
mer  masters  mizht and left,
Gaping  warchouses  were ey
ersahere an evidence. Barfoot-
ed former saves walked boldly

into Dar-
the Maine

down the <reets with ~tulen
“stovepipe T bate atop thesr
heads,  tlounshar oldaopped
walking  <tichs wineh had  not

been purchised
Amy Ringleader

But now the shoe was on the
other toot  Seon  to Wheeler
came a delegation of citizens
with pertinent information.
Amv Spain, they said. was a
ringleader. Jt was she who had
pointed out to the Yankees, the
secret burial places ot much of
the town's silver plate and oth-
er Valuables.

Wheeler thought it over War
is a stern taskmaster. Somes
thing would have to be done,
His cavalry could not remain
at Durhngton very long: there
were battles ta be fought and
piecious hittle tioops wath
which to tizht them. An exam-
pie must be made Amy Spain
must swane?
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more than i scars agco Daven-
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Recentlv the two old friends de-
cided to marry and spend their
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pared a home n Austin and <et
the wedding date for 10 am
Satrdav
Davenport arrined here I'riday
hvoram  Nre
hm at the «tation He opened the
door to her car and coliapsed
Davenport was dead on arrnal
at a hogpital
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Shleld of Value

Your Sign of Savings! Exceptionally low prices on many best sellers!

Shop for these extra values when you see this Sears Shield of Value!

save 1.08 to 1.28 on

each Pilgrim dress shirt

* Buy 3 for almost the regular price of *

2! Pick now from complete selections!

while
quantities
lqst!

regularly 2.98

regularly 3.98

90 70

cool sleeves
short long
sleeves 32-35

Proportion-fit wash-wear Pilgrim dress shirts in 3 fine fabrics.
Wash dress shirt at night,
broadcloth,

“self ironed” by 6 a.m. Cotton
oxford or pique, proportioned to fit correctly 3

places: (1) Formease collar; (2) body; (3) sleeves. Short or
long sleeves.

3 fine fabrics
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NOW! BUY OVER
50% MORE...

with the same monthly pay-
ment on Seors Revolving
Charge. Take 10 months 1o
pay instead of §.

WALTON WAY AT 15TH ST.

55%

Docron* —45% Rayon!

Cool Wash ‘'n Wear Comfort! .

Men'’s Slacks

498

Handsome blend of Dacren® and Reven

Sizes
23-42

washable, reeds little or no ironing.

Just Say
“Charge it On

Sears Revolving

]OO"

rmlen pockets. Washtest, fobric shrinkage

"

27 Hollvwood st ling

summer colors.,

Z.pper tl.

Popular

‘DuPont polvester tiber

save 1.10 a pair! Men’s

100% Dacron*

dress trousers

Our best selling wash ¢nd
wear dress trousers Woven

of fine 100°% Dacron® that

seldom requires even tcuch’

up pressing  Continuous
waistband, double pleats;

zipper fly. Sizes 28-42.

1
]
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men’s Fashion-
Tailored cord suits

Q95

Here's an elegant blend of 75% Dacron*

ear

Sizes

35-46

,25%
cotton tostefully highlighted with decorative ran.
dom yarn shadings. 3-button, flap pocket model

with vent in back. Plected trousers with zipper

fly Nylon lining, trimmings 4 calers
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